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Subjeét; and therefore I fhall here conclude this Paper, as foon
as 1 have added this Confirmation,as well of what 1 laft related,
as of fomething ¢hat I oblerved before, That having included in
{mall Receivers two picces of rorten Whitings, whereof the one,
before it was put'in, fcarce fhone (o vividly,as did the other after
the Receiver was exhaufted ; and havingx ordered the matter fo,
that we were able to keep out the Air for fome days, at the end of
about 48 hours, we found, that the more ftrongly (hining Body
retained yet adeal of Light; but afterwards looking upon them
both ina dark'place, we could not perceive in either any thow of
Light. Wherefore having let in the Air into that Receiver,
whereiato the Body that at firlt (hined the faintlier had been put,
there did not enfue any glimmering of Light for a pretty while::
nay, upon the rufhing in of the Airinto the other Glals (then alfo
made acceflible to the Atmofphere) the Body that ac firlt fhone
fo ftrongly, and that continued to fhine (0 long,thewed no glim-
mering of Light, Butbeing refolved to expect the iffue a while
longer, our patience was rewarded within lefs than a quarter of
an hour with the fight of a manifeft light in the Body laft nam’d,
and a while after the other al{o became vifible, but by a Light ve-
rydim. The more luminous of thefe Bodies I obferved to retain
fome Light 24 hours after ; and the hitherto recited Experiment
had this peculiar Circumftance in it, That the two Receivers
* bt method  Were uninterruptedly kept exhaufted no lefs than

the moble Au- 4 days, and asmany nights*,

thor of thefe 4 ¢ays, ymg

Experiments ufed in kreping out the Air for fo long- 4 time will probably be made known e're
long by bimfelf.

An Account of two Books.

I. PARTHOLOGIEA CEREBRI ¢ NERVOSI GENERIS
SPECIMEN : Iz quo agitur de¢ MORBIS CONVULSIVIS
¢ SCORBUTO, fudic THOMAE WILLIS, 24.D.

WH at this excellent Author formerly promifed of the whole
Pathology of Brain and Nerves, he gives in this Book 2
very confiderable Specimen of. The knowledge of the Dileafes
which ufe to affe@t thele parts, is efteemed very difficult and in-
tricate, and particularly the true caules of Comvalfions are of a
very deep fearch. For the clearing them up, this Author Phi-

lofophifeth
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lofophifeth after this manner. Heteacheth, that there areindeed
Animal Spirits ; that they conftitute the Being of the Corporeal
Soul,and are ai{o the next and immediate Inftruments of all Ani-
mal motions,producing them by a kind of Exp/sfion or Shooting;
vpon which Elaffick or Explsfive Power, he eftablifhes his whole
Do¢trineof Convulfions. To which, heannexes a Difquifition of
the Scurvey, as being near of kin to the fame Doctrine, and

grounded upon the fame Hypothe(fis.

The Firft Part confifts of XII. Chapters,

1. Of Convulfive Motions in general.

2. Of the Epilepfy or Falling-ficknels.

3. Of thedifferences of the Epilep(y, and the Caufes of fome
of the Symptoms thereof ; together with a Draught of the me-
thod of curing this Difeale.

4. Of the other kinds of Convulfions, and particularly of
thole in children,

s. Of the Convulfive-fits in grown and 4ged petfons, procee-
ding chiefly from the vitiated Origiz of the Nerves,

6. Of thofe Convulfive Motions, whole Caufe lies about the
Extremities of the Nerves,or within the Plexus nervei,

7. Of'thofe that are caufed by Liquors, bedewing the nervous
Bodies,and irritating the whole procefles of them into Convuifi-
ons ; whereare confidered the Cramps that arife from Poyfons,

8. Of the Univerfal Convulfions that are wont to be caufed
in mulign, or ill-judged, and fome anomalous Feavers; where
are defcribed the Epidemical and Malign Convullive Diftempers

formerly reigning in (ome parts of Germany, as allo that Epide-
mical Feaver which raged Ann. 1661, in England, and did prin-
cipally affli& the Brain and Nerves,

9. Of thofe that proceed from the Scorbutick Dilpofition of
the Nervous Fuice. .

1o. Of H flerick Paflions, where he maketh the wumbplead
Not guilty,

r1. Of thofe Pafions that are vulgarly called Hypochwndriacal,
fhewing, that they are chiefly Convulfive; where by the by he
treateth of Chalybeat Remedies.

12. Of Convulfive Coughs and 4fhma’s, and their Cure,

The
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The Secoitd Part cowtains X 1. Chapters,

1. A Defcription of the Scsrvy s its internal and #ext Caule
to be principallytin the Blood, and fometimes in the depraved
Juice of the Nerves.

2, Of the remoter Caunles of the Scurvy,and whence the Mafs
of theBlood, and confequently the Nervous Liquor, receive its
depravation, _

3. Of the Differences of the Sewrvy, its Signs and Symptoms,
and chiefly fuch as arife from the B/od being tainted.

4. Of thofe Accidents which happen in the scsrvy, by reafon
of the Brain and the Nervoms Stock being vitiated.

5. Of the Symptoms that arile from the conjoined Diftem-
pers of the Blood and the Nervous Fuice,

6. Of the Prognoflicks of the Scurvy ; where he takes notice,
that aprevailing Seurvy at laft uthers in a Dropfie or a Confumption,

7. Of the Cure of the Scurvy; where, among other Reme-
dies, he mentions feveral Specificks for this Difeafe.

8. Of {uch Medicaments as relpect the Scurvy, cauled in a hor
Conftitution, and in a Su/phury-faline Diftemper of the Bloed,

9. Of the Cure of the various and urging Symptoms of the
Sewrvy s as, difficult Refpiration, Scorbutical Cholwck , Flaxes,
Giddine[s, Himorrhugies, loofe and: rotten Gums and Teeth,
Pains 1n all the Limbs belides the Scorbutick Gout , Conval-
funs, Palfies, Atrophy, Feaver y as allo Rbewmatifins, Dropfies,
and the Noi(fz in the Bones, which fome are troubled with in this
Difeafe.

10. Of the #7tal Tndication, declaring by what Method and
Medicines either the fainting Patient may be {upported, or his
decayed Forces reftored 5 where he difcourfeth of Cardiacal
Opiat Medicines,and of the Diet thatis fit for Scorbutical perfons.

11. Some rare and very confiderable Relations and Cafes of
Scorbutick Men and Women,

1. ALPHABETUM NATURZE,1667. eAuthoreF. M, B.V.HELMONT.

THis {mall 774 (the Subjedt whereof feems to be new, not treated of
hitherto by any we know of in Print) is publifh’d both inthe Latin
and German Tongue,but came to our rands in the Jatter only ; a Latin Copy,
- defigned
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defigned for us before, having mifcarried at Sea, which we have not been
able hitherto toget fupply’d, becaufe of the fcarcity of the Copies of that
Edition, as it was fignified to us from Amfterdam.

It isdivided‘into three parts: The Firf, in five Dialogues, treateth,

1. Of the motions and configurations of the Mouth of Man; and how a
Man, born deaf, and confequently dumb, may come to urderftand both
them, and by them the mind of him that forms them ; where ’tis obferv’d,
that a Man borndeaf is not altogether deftitute of all motion of his Tongue,
and that he may be tanght to underftand others by the motionsof the
Mouthand Tongue, much after the manner as others are taught toread;
but that this is muchmoreeafily practicable in thofe wide-mouth’d Langua-
ges, which do remarkably expofe to the Eye the motions of the Tongue,
Lips, Throat, &¢. thanin thofe that are narrow-mouth’d, and require but
very {light motions of the Lips and the other Organs of Speech. To which
is annexed, a method {uitable to that Principle, of teaching deaf and dumb
Men to fpeak ; together withan Example of a AMufician,who being altoge-
ther deaf,and weak-fighted withall,was by the Author brought fofar inthe
{pace of three weeks, that he wasable to anfwer to all that was {poken to
him, provided it were done flowly, and with a well-open’d Mouth; who
alfo afterwards by himfelf, asfoonas he had by this very way learned to
know the Letters, and toread, did, by confronting only the German and
Hebrew Bibles, learnina fhort time the Aebrew Tongue fo well, thatnow he
underftands the whole Hebrew Bible.

2. Of the Proprieties of the Hebrew Tongue. How the Letters thereof
are meet reprefentations of the motions of the Mouth? How the Hebrew
Alphabet may be defcribed (as’tis done here) by reprefenting the Letters
thereof in the mouths of fo many pictured Mens heads? How this Alphabet
isto be compared with other ways of Writing? To which isadded,adif-
quifition concerning the true ancient manner of Writing,and the original
of other ways, and how the true way may be found out, and how much the
Names of the Letters conduce thereunto? ’ .

3. Of the Natureand Properties of the Tongue of Man. Where,firft,is
confidered the Speech of young Children, how and in what order rhat is
made; then,the requifitenefs of the change of Tone to Speech; and how by
the various openings of the Mouth and the Teeth, that change is caufed.
After which, the Author proceeds to the defcription of the Zongue, Wind-
pipe, Larynx, Epiglottis; where he not only fhews, how by a peculiar ufe of
the* Epiglottss one may come to fpeak inwardly, as do the Zensrilogui, by
attrating the Breath, and without opening the Mouth ; but annexethalfo
divers Rules concerning the Motions of the Tongne,obferving efpecially the
perpetual concord of the Mouth and Tongue in their moticns,and the repre-
[fentation of "the Tongue’s motion, requifite for every Letter, in thelmage
and Figure of fuchLetter.

4. Of
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4. Of theBreath of Man, itsquality, and its neceflity- for the forming
of the Voice. Wheréhe fhews, how by infpiring,the Breath is diltributed
through the Lungs (the nature.of which he alfo defcribes) , and how the
fame circulates throdgh the whole Body.

5+ Of the Animation of the Foice of Man by his Mafculine and Generative
Power. Where lie difcourfes of thedifficulty found inlittle Children, to
pronounce certain Letters; and alfo of the weaknefs of the. Voice in
Childrenand Eunuchs.  So much of ‘the firft Part. A .

The fecond Part, in oze Dialogue, gives an account,How the Motionsand
Configurations of the Mouth,and the Framing of the #oice, are reprefented
inthe Hebrew Alphaber (for, to this Tongue the .Author confines himfelf;
but with what reafon,the Intelligent Reader of the Book it felf may judge:)
explaining the Sonzd of each Letter, the Motion of the Tongue accompany-
ing the'Sound,and the Fignre of the Letter,refulting from thence;together
witheach Lezters name,fignification,and s ptitude, to form the next follow-
ing Letter. Whichdone, he proceeds to thew, how the #owels are formed
by the different Openings of the Mouth and Teeth; {o that to every Vowel
belongs a peculiar dimenfion of Widene/s in the Mouth: And according to
the fhape of the outward Mouth,the Tongue and Breath are conformably
moved within. To whichareadded,the Names of the Vowels, and their Fi-
gures; their abfence in moft ancient Writings, and the feveral places in the
Mouth for their formation. All whichis concluded partly witha dedn¢tion
of the Caufe,why the Hebrew Tongue is written from the Right hand to the
Left? partly, with an Explanation of the method ufed to compofe out of
fuch Letters and Language a Grammar, viz. by comparing the Conforants
with one another,and the #owelsas well with one another as with the Con/o-
nants; forafimuch as the nature of one being well confidered with refpect to
the other, "tis not difficult to judge, hiow they agree or difagree together :
Whence Rules may be formed,how and why this or that Letter ar Vowel is
to be changed into-another, ¢&-c.

The third Part treateth of the perfection of the Hebrew Tongue ; where--
init confifts,and how highly ’tis to be valued : Towhich is fubjoyn'd,firff,a
difquifition of Reafon, why the Radical Words in the Hebrew Tongue can
confift of no more thanthree Confonants? Secondly, a Difcourfe touching
the Hebrew Accents, thewing, that tis a new Invention, and that the ancieat
Art of Mufick being loft;and confequently to us unknown, the moders He-
brew Accents cannot reafonably be faid to have been the AMiufical Notes of
the Ancients, fince efpecially all forts of Hebrew Books, and even their Chap-
ters are marked therewith;. though the Author acknowledges, that the
newne{sdeprives them not of theadvantage of being ufeful.

‘ In the. SAVOJ‘;
~ Printed by T: 7. for Fobn Martyn, Printerto the Rayal Saciety,and
are to'be fold avthe Bel a little without Temple-Bar, 1667.



